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BCE Rules of Combination 

All units in QCF Level 3 and 4 Certificate4, Level 5 Diploma and Level 6 Diploma are mandatory. 

 

Exemptions 

Learners can claim ‘exemption’ from some of the credit achievement requirements of a qualification based on 

prior qualification or certification achievements. 

 

[see BCE Exemption Policy for more information on exemption] 

 

BCE Grading System 

1) BCE Examinations across all QCF Levels are graded using the following scale.  

 Distinction  

 Merit 

 Pass  

 Fail 

 

2) This marking scheme uses the following published thresholds. A description of each grade is provided 

below.  

 

Grade Percentage Thresholds 

Distinction >= 80 

Merit >= 65 

Pass >=50 

Fail <50 

 

Distinction 

A Distinction does not equal perfection, however it shows: 

 evidence of wide, critical reading, beyond recommended works in many cases, and demonstrating an 

excellent awareness of the topic. 

 imaginative, often original argument and analysis backed by command of details, and also 

demonstrating a sophisticated awareness of the broader context of a particular  problem. 

 signs of individual reflection and thought. 

 fluency and cogency of expression, maturity of style and ‘sparkle’. 

 breadth of coverage, with a good awareness of links and interconnections.  

 clear focus on the question. 

 relevant and accurate answers. 

 competent arguments, demonstrating conventional understanding of issues and problems and backed 

up by examples and use of evidence. 

 

 Merit 

An answer based upon extensive and comprehensive research/reading, with a good use of material in support of 

argument, and a sound awareness of issues reflected in the reading; 

 well structured around an argument, with emphasis upon analysis, and expressing own opinions 

intelligently, fluently and clearly. 

 clearly focused upon the question, with presentation of appropriate evidence. 

 a confident, lucid (and often concise and focused) style, with sound grasp of good conventions. 

 

Pass 

 reasonable body of knowledge, although it may not be used to its full effect. 

 occasionally an answer that misses the point of the question, but demonstrates a solid body of research 

and argument.   

 relevant knowledge, but may be superficial, incomplete or inaccurate. 

 argument is either unstructured or with limited focus upon question asked.   

  

 



 

Fail   

 poorly structured and written, with poor attention to vocabulary and grammar.     

 comprehensive failure to answer question or to understand it, so that few, if any sections of the answer 

relevant to question posed. 

 very poor style, on occasion verging on incomprehensible - often includes problems with spelling, 

grammar.  

 no attempt to answer the question 

 

3) Grades for the qualification are aggregated from the units that need to be successfully completed in order to 

achieve the qualification. Each unit is equally weighted and the overall qualification grade is derived from 

the mean of the unit percentage scores given.   

 

4) All BCE qualifications require learners to undertake a combination of written qualification units 

examinations and coursework.  The weighting given to examination and coursework is available in the 

qualification specification.  

 

5) Each examination or piece of submitted coursework is marked using a marking grid. Marking grids for each 

BCE qualification at each QCF Level are available in the BCE Qualification and Performance 

Specification Criteria which can also be downloadable from the BCE website.  

 

6) Learners will only be graded on the basis of work submitted for the purposes the particular BCE 

qualification.  

 

7) Learners will be permitted to retake BCE qualification unit examinations an unlimited number of times 

within the life of the qualification. The best result will count towards the final award. 

 

8) Learners must achieve a pass in all units to be awarded the qualification. BCE does not operate 

compensation between failed and passed units.  

 

9) Any claims for prior achievement (exemption) are verified against the BCE Prior Achievement Policy by 

the centre’s examination officer.  However, centres should forward copies of certificates for learners 

seeking exemptions eight weeks before the exam fees deadline for BCE verification and approval.  BCE 

advise learners to seek clarification as soon as they start their qualification. 

 

10) BCE ensures all centres have a robust understanding of the BCE marking scheme used and what constitutes 

different grades.  In addition BCE ensures that centres clearly understand how the marking scheme links to 

the assessment criteria and level of that qualification.  

 

11) BCE requires all centres to spend the necessary time familiarising their learners with the marking scheme 

used. BCE provides all centres with guidance in this area to ensure they use best practice approaches such 

as peer assessment and self-assessment facilitating an understanding of the grading scheme.  

 

12) BCE requires all centres to give their learners information on how question papers are weighted and in 

particular the allocation of marks given to specific questions in an examination paper.  

 

 

 

 

 


